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80 MINUTES OF THE SUFFRAGE CONVENTION .
MAINE .
This not being our legislative year , suffrage work has been
conducted along general educational lines . We have held several
public meetings during the year , the first a lecture by Rev . C . F .
Dole , of Jamaica Plain , on “Suffrage ,” given at Portland in early
spring . The second meeting was held at Yarmouth , August 20 ,
in connection with the Christian Endeavor Training School , and
the third meeting was our regular Suffrage Day at Ocean Park ,
August 26, at which time Rev . Anna Howard Shaw was the guest
and speaker of the day . Miss Gail Laughlin was also with us, and
made a brief and convincing speech .
Our various clubs have held their regular and some special
meetings and are doing their work in amost systematic and satis
factory manner . They report much interest and are a power in
each community where they are located .
The past year we have lost a large number of highly esteemed
members , someby death , others by removal from the State , among
the former being our greatly beloved and deeply mourned record
ing secretary , Miss Lillia Floyd Donnell, who had served the
Maine Association in that capacity for a term of 18 years .
Our twenty -third annual convention was held at Auburn ,
October 28- 30, inclusive , with Mrs . Catt and Miss Mary N . Chase,
of New Hampshire , as speakers .
Wewere entertained by the Auburn Club and the convention
was marked by the spirit of cordiality and friendliness which pre
vailed between the hosts and guests , while the reports of the
officers , committees and superintendents showed a marked in
crease a
ll along the line . Our treasurer , Dr . Emily N . Titus , re
ported more money received and disbursed than during any pre
vious year , and at one session , in a short time , we raised a much
larger sum of money for current expenses for the coming year than
ever before in the history o
f
the association . The superintendent
of literature , Mrs . Fannie J . Fernald , reported the distribution of
5 ,000 leaflets , Progress and Woman ' s Journals . This material
found it
s way to seventeen fairs , to seven colleges , to debating
societies , clubs and private individuals .
We have issued a leaflet of “Opinions of Prominent Men of
Maine , " the work involved being under the care of Miss Anne
Burgess and Mrs . Charlotte H . Thompson .
The press work was continued through the year , and a press
committee o
f
three , with a duly qualified editor , has recently beeg .
appointed b
y
the executive committee .
It was voted a
t
the convention to take u
p
enrolment work ,
and Miss Sarah F . Colburn , o
f
Portland , was elected superintenderi
o
f
the department . Since the first o
f
November 800 cards havo
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been distributed . These have been placed in the hands of sixty
different persons representing seven counties , and so far 152 cards
have been signed .
We have felt the need of a field worker for a long time, so
a special sum was raised for that purpose and Dr. Ella Marble
Landberg , of Gardiner , was elected State organizer . She is arrang
ing her itinerary and anticipates a tour through the eastern part
of the State at an early date . The department of increased mem
bership was also referred to Dr. Landberg .
On December 8, 1903, the Maine W . S. A . became an incor
porated body .
The Maine State Grange is proving itself a strong ally , and at
its recent annual convention , placed as the first plank in its plat
form , a resolution pledging its co -operation to the Maine Woman
Suffrage Association in its effort to secure the ballot for the women
o
f
Maine . Similar resolutions have been passed b
y
the Cumberland
County Lodge of Good Templars , and by another organization
known as the Knights of Temperance .
LUCY HOBART DAY , Pres .
MARYLAND .
The past year has been fraught with many difficulties , but the
year has been one of active work and material gains .
Our annual convention , held in November in Baltimore , was
a success . Large audiences were present both afternoon and
evening . A memorial service in memory of Mrs . Elizabeth Cady
Stanton was held at the afternoon session and in the evening Miss
Harriet May Mills , o
f
New York , was the principal speaker .
Our organization committee , under the direction of its chair
man , Mrs . Emma Maddox Funck , spent four days in the field ,
during the week o
f
November 23rd , visiting four towns . Afternoon
and evening meetings were held in each town , Miss Mills being the
principal speaker at all o
f
these meetings . The committee or
ganized one club o
f thirty -two members , and committees o
f
women
were secured to arrange for future meetings , to distribute suffrage
literature , and in various other ways to keep u
p
the interest .
The Montgomery County W . S . A . and the Woman Suffrage
Club o
f
Baltimore have been doing good work . The former has
increased its membership more than 20 per cent during the year ,
and has distributed a large amount of suffrage literature .
The Baltimore Club has also increased its membership .
Through enrolment work , between si
x
and seven hundred names
have been secured . Through the efforts o
f
its president , money
